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MINERAL RESOURCES

Salk.—Salt of superior quality s produced in Huron, Bruee, Middle-
sex, Lambton and Essex eounties m the southwestern peninsula of
Ontario, the principal plants being located at Windser, Sarnia, Sendwich,
Goderieh, Clinton and Kinecardine. Salt beds have been proved fo
underlie a texcitory 2,500 square miles in extent, fronting on the shore
of iake Huron, between Kincardine and lake Erie, and reaching indand
at. its greatest breadih to a distance of about forty miles. In some cases
the water naturally, in filirating through the rock salt, produces a brine
which is pumped wp, but in many eases 1t is necessary to pour water into
bore-holes sunk to the salt beds and pump it up again after it has dis-
salved the salt, forming 2 brine. Samples of salt produced at Goderich,
Qntario, have been compared with samples of rock salt of Cheshire,
England, the most produetive salt field of Great Britain. An analysis
of this English salt, in a report to the British House of Commons. showed
that i centained eleven times more impurities than the Canadian
salt contains. The purity of the Ontario sslt makes it partieularly
suitable for the mannfaeture of eaustic soda and bleaching powder,
Salt springs kave been found in Antigonish, [nverness, Cumberland and
Hants counties, in Nova Seotia, but no attempt seeros to have been made
te utilize them. In the vicimity of the Skave and Athabaska rivers there
sre many salt-water springs, and witnesses before a eommittee of the
Daominion. Senate reported large quantities of rock salt in the vicinity of
Feort McMuxray on the Athabaska river. Mr. George A. Mulloy, in &
report to the Forestzy Branch of the Department of the Interior, said:

The water of the Salt river, a tributary of the Athabasks, is very
sakty. About ten miles from its mouth a district called the Salt Coumtry

m reached. Everywhere in this distriet the slo and creeks are saturated

with. salt, and in many places whexe small po have dried up the mud is

covered with a thiek deposit of salt. It permeates everything. Even the
leaves of the trees when ehewed up taste salty. To the south and aoutheast

2 greak salt plain steetehes. The ground is covered by a wvery rich growth

of grass which does not seem ta be affected by the salt.

Natural Gas and Oil-—These is an extensive natural gas field
underlying the paxt of Ontario berdering on lake Erie and extending
from the western end of lake Ontario to lake St. Clair and river St. Clair.
At different peints in this distriet new disedveries of gas are being made
frem time to tine. At present there are gas wells in operation in Went-
worth, Wellard, Haldirnand, Norfolk, Kent, Flgin and Lambton coun-
ties. The gas is of remarksbly uniform quality throughout the district,
being neted for the sheence of earbon diexdde and for its high calorifie
value, which s estimated to he over 800 British thermal units. The
cheapest artificial gas in Ontario is sold in Toronte, where the price is
seventy cents per thousand for a gas with a calorific value of about 600
British thermal units. On the same basis of value per heat unit as
Torento artificial gas, it is estimated that the natural gas now consumed
in Omntarie & worth $11,000,000 annually and that its wse means
the saving of a great quantity of coal. The natural gas is not only
being piped to cities and towns, but is wsed in many farmhouses.
Recently gas has been discovered in Russell eounty, at Bourget, about
tiwenty-six mriles from Odtawa. Petvoleum has been discovered at many
peints i the southwestern peninsula.of Qmtario, but the most productive
wells are in Lambton county, the Tilbury district m Kent eounty, and



